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A first instance of whale shark caught in Dol net and rescued in live condition
at Gorai- Malvani, Maharashtra
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The history of various records of whale shark
from coastal waters of India has been compiled by
Prater (J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc., 42:255-279,
1941), Silas (Mar. Fish. Infor. Serv. T&E Ser.,
No.66,1986), Pravin (Curr. Sci., 9(3), 2000)), Hanfee
(TRAFFIC, 2001) and Venkatesan et. al. (Mar. Fish.
Infor. Serv. T & E Ser., No.198, 2008). In Maharashtra
Dol (bag) net operations are widespread but there
are no reports on the landing of whale shark by this
gear. However, the capture of whale shark has been
reported in bag net at Kaveripattinam in Tamil Nadu
(Mar. Fish. Infor. Serv. T & E Ser. No.145, 1996).In
the present communication the author who is a
fisherman himself, has recorded his experiences in
the light  of age old practice to rescue whale sharks
as and when they are caught in fishing gears by
fishermen from Maharashtra who respect this fish
like a God and worshipfully call it as “Deo Mushi”.
The first observation of Rhincodon typus that
was rescued live from Dol net on October 21 st, 2015
is given here. A male whale shark, about 6.5 m in
length incidentally entered the Dol net at 30 m
depth off Gorai-Malvani region, Mumbai. The net
was hauled after about four hours with the help of
a winch. At that time fishermen noticed a huge live
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A specimen of the Rough triggerfish,
Canthidermis maculata (Bloch, 1786) was landed
by a  multiday trawler on 25th November 2015 at
Mangrol Fisheries Harbour, Gujarat. The specimen
was brownish grey in colour with characteristic
white spots all over the body including the head. It
measured 309 mm and 256 mm in Total length and
Standard length respectively with a weight of 580 g
(Fig. 1). The fish is usually found in areas having
sandy, muddy or rocky bottoms at a depth range of
50-100 m and is reported from the Western Indian
Ocean.
The information collected from the fishermen
indicated that the fish was caught from a depth
>50 m. The species is considered as inedible and is
usually discarded at sea by the fishermen. However,
Fig. 1. Canthidermis maculata
there is a recent trend of using balistids for human
consumption and export. There is also demand for
these fishes in live condition for keeping in marine
aquariums.
